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July 2020 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

We are pleased that your child will be taking English 10 Honors during the 2020-
2021 school year.  As you know, the honors program is a fast-paced enrichment 
program designed for students who, like your child, are innately interested in English, 
who have outstanding reading, writing, and conceptual skills, and have demonstrated a 
strong work ethic. 
 
 To prepare for the rigors of the next school year, our honors students in Grade 
10 are assigned summer reading.  This year’s title is The Metamorphosis, by Franz 
Kafka.  Students will learn key vocabulary words related to the story, answer questions 
about the plot via Cornell notes and study guides, as well as learn about the concept of 
absurdism and how it applies to the story.  
  

Links to the book, materials, and other needed resources are listed below and 
uploaded to their Team’s General Channel in the Files tab. All significant work for the 
summer reading will be given remotely and is to be completed by the beginning of the 
2020-2021 school year. Students should be prepared for a discussion of the literature, 
as well as quizzes and a cumulative test after discussion of the text.  
 
 As always, we appreciate your support of our program, and we thank you for 
encouraging your child to excel. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sean White 
Assistant Principal & Guidance Director 
           

 

Marianne F. Cartisano, Ed.D., Superintendent  Kevin M. Slavin, Principal 
Seth A. Lipshie, Deputy Superintendent R. Sean White, Assistant Principal/Director Guidance    
Susan G. Craddock, Assistant Superintendent Christopher Cherouvis, Assistant Principal 
 Debra A. White , Assistant Principal 

 Diana Tufaro, Dean of Students 



Cornell Notes Instructions and Template 

• Cornell Notes are a way to keep yourself organized while you are reading. Below is a 

template of how to effectively develop your notes so they can be used in future class 

discussions and assessments. The better you do on your note taking the better you will 

understand the text. 

Notetaking Assignment: 

• While reading the novella you are to have a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 3 Cornell 

Notes per section of the story. (Minimum to receive full credit is 6 pages. Maximum is 9 

pages). Each page must be filled out according to the template below and be done 

completely to receive full credit. 

• Specific Pages that MUST BE INCLUDED: 

o Part I: The Setting, Major Events, and Characters 

▪ Setting: The where and when of the story.  

• How can you tell the time- period?  

• Where does the story take place? How do you know? 

▪ Major Events: 

• What are the key events that happen in the first part of the story? 

o Part II: The Tone and Mood: 

▪ Tone: How the writing sounds 

• Identify the tone of the piece and give some examples what made 

you come to that conclusion 

▪ Mood: How the writing feels 

• What kind of feeling does this writing have and how can you tell 

o Look at the language and word choice for this 

o Part III: Methods of Characterization: 

▪ How did the author develop the characters over the course of the story?  

• In your notetaking make reference to how the have “changed” over 

the course of the story. 

  



Cornell Notes Instructions and Template 

ELA 10 

Honors 

Name 

Chapter and 

Section 

Section Title 

Main Ideas 

and Questions:  

Notetaking Column 

 

Directions: While reading use the notetaking 

column to record the supporting facts, ideas, quotes and examples that 

support or explain your conclusions and help answer the questions. Take 

notes on things you want to remember about what you read. 

• Take notes: On major noticings about how characters change, plots 

evolve, any symbols you can identify etc.  

• Reflect:  Reflect on the material by asking yourself questions about 

what you still want to know about and if any previous questions 

were answered.  

• Review: What you have to make sure it is complete and if reflects 

your understanding of what you read. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Summary Use this space to write a two or three sentence summary of what you just 

read. 

 

  

 



The 
Metamorphosis



Metamorphosis

A. General Definition:

• “a change of the form or nature of a thing or person into a completely 

different one, by natural or supernatural means” (Dictionary.com).

• B. Literal Definition:

• Metamorphosis can also be called transformation and deals with the idea of 

physical and mental growth, and this growth can signify positive results” 

(Dictionary.com).



ABSURDISM:

• “intentionally ridiculous or bizarre behavior or character” 

(Dictionary.com).

• The fact that the main character turns into a bug in The 

Metamorphosis makes is an examples of absurdism.



WHILE READING IDENTIFY THE FOLLOWING:

• The point of view

• Identify how the author uses different methods of characterization to show and 

not tell you how the Gregor thinks and feels about what has happened to him

• The introduction of any new significant characters

• Who they are

• Why they are important

• Three ways this story fits the idea of absurdism

• Anything important about the setting



Assignment #1: Identify how the author develops the 
characters in the story

Methods of Characterization:

• Using specific information from the text explain and the different methods of characterization, 

answer the following questions in a solid one paragraph answer

• How does the author use absurdism to create a scenario where this story is plausible? Give 2 

examples from the text and explain how and why the examples help prove your answer.

• What is Gregor's overall relationship with his family? How do you know? Explain.

• What is Gregor's relationship with his father? How do you know? Explain.

• How is his relationship with his sister different than the rest of the family? How do you know? 

Explain.



Assignment #2: Gregor's Metamorphosis

• Complete this assignment after you have read through PART II.

• Look through your notes, annotations, and post its and find 5 DIFFERENT 

ways the author shows and doesn’t just tell you have Gregor has become 

more “buglike.”

• Include in your notes and findings:

• A specific way

• A direct quote support the way

• An explanation that specifically identifies how and why it is an example of show and not tell. (Analyze it 

and use specific literary terms in your answer)

• Each explanation is to be 3-5 sentences long



Assignment #3: Identifying Literary Elements:

• Use the internet or your previous knowledge and define the following terms:

• Motif:

• Imagery:

• Personification:

• Symbolism:

• THEN…

• Find an example of each of the above literary devices from SECTIONS I and II. Include in your answer:

• The device

• Specific text evidence to support your example

• A 2-5 sentence answer explaining HOW and WHY your example fits the literary devices’ definition



Assignment #4: Essay Outline
• Complete this assignment after completing all other assignments:

• You can any notes, past assignments, and the text to complete this assignment

• The Assignment:

• Pick 1 of the 2 questions

• Write only an outline for the essay. NOT A COMPLETE ESSAY



The Questions:

• Other than the main character Gregor who else in the story changed? Pick 

2 other characters and show how and why they changed throughout the 

story. Be sure to give at least 2 different ways that each character changed 

and a clear explanation how and why.

• Throughout the story there were many symbols. Identify 2 different symbols 

in the story and determine what they represent and why they were 

important. Be sure to give at least 2 different ways that each symbol and a 

clear explanation how and why.



Outline Requirements:

• Body Paragraph I

• Topic Sentence:

• Specific example

• Conclusion



Assignment #5: Post Reading Question

• After reading the novella and doing all the assignments (including the Cornell Notes) 

answer this question:

• Did the main character literally or figuratively metaphorizes into a bug? Explain with at 

least 3 specific examples and full explanations to prove your conclusions.
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